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ATTENDEES: (see attached sign in sheet) 
Bob Samborski, GITA, GITA Ex. Director 
Volker Elste, Intergraph, GITA NW Chapter President 
Kristina Nelson, Kitsap County, APWA WA State Chapter Vice-President 
Randy Brackett, Island County, APWA WA State Technology Committee Chair 
Dwaine Froment, ESRI Canada, GITA NW Chapter member 
Karen Stewart, ESRI Canada, GITA NW Chapter member 
Jason Karr, Black & Veatch, APWA WA State Chapter member 
Randy Mayden, MJ Harden, GITA member 
Danny Ross, MJ Harden, GITA member 
Gary Cantu, City of Tacoma, GITA NW Chapter member 
Bill Holladay, Roth Hill, APWA WA State Technology Committee Co-Chair 

This summary of the meeting minutes is intended to be the highlights of the discussion. Please let me know 
of any corrections and/or edits. Bill Holladay 

•	 Bob explained that GITA has been trying to work with APWA National without much success. 
He is excited that APWA WA Chapter is pursuing the possibilities of these two organizations 
getting together. GITA National will give their full support to GITA NW Chapter (about 110 
members) and its president, Volker Elste. 

•	 Tina gave the specifics of APWA WA State (1200 nlenlbers) and is really interested in having 
GITA involved in APWA conference participation. She previously worked at City of Tacoma 
(where they used a lot of technology) and now is with Kitsap County (not as much technology) so 
she is excited to bring into APWA. 

•	 The focus of GITA was previously utility based now really infrastructure based, the "life cycle of 
facilities". Own, operate and maintain infrastructure is the "common thread" between GITA and 
APWA. 

•	 Other agencies besides GITA are ACSM and URISA. All of these have infrastructure in 
common. Karen is familiar with these agencies. 

•	 "Real time" data is what we are all interested in, use today and tomorrow. This is different than 
"old school" public works engineering. 

•	 Engineers are really using GIS without knowing it. We will use a lot of institutional knowledge 
with all of the retiring surveyors and engineers. We need to promote Geospatial careers with 
young students today. Education is a focus of APWA. 

•	 Bob said that GIWIS.org is looking at using Edmonds Community College for adapting the 
Denver "workforce in industry" to Seattle. 

•	 The ROI modeler is a great presentation by GITA showing the value of technology. 
•	 2009 APWA Spring Conference is in Tacoma. Great opportunity to incorporate GIS since 

Tacoma is technology driven. 
•	 GITA NW does an annual conference in the Fall. Usually 1 ~ days with about 80 attendees and 

12 booths. Fees $300-$350 (inc!. room & food). Most chapter members are mid-size utilities. 
They also host Training Sessions once a year and use money for scholarships. 

•	 APWA State conferences have grown so large not many places in WA State can host them. 
•	 Ideas: GITAIAPWA one day conference? GITA pre-conference workshop at spring or fall APWA 

conference (GITA has some 4 hr. programs "ready to go")? GITA have the keynote speaker at 
APWA conference? APWA Spring 2008 in Ocean Shores, Fall 2008 in Walla Walla, Spring 2009 
in Tacoma. Maybe GITA do a 10 minute presentation in Ocean Shores (Volker on vacation). 

•	 GITA next National Conference in Tampa, FL in spring 2009. 
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