PREFOG Meeting Minutes at Sammamish Plateau and Sewer District

March 4, 2010

1. PREFOG discussion to consider participating as a sub-committee of the Wastewater Committee for the American Public Works Association (APWA), Washington Chapter-Discussion lead by Bobbi and Ryean-Marie: The PREFOG group discussed the advantages of being affiliated with the APWA such as posting outreach items, training, meeting minutes, and links such as IRAC and the Brown Grease workgroup on the APWA web site.  Also, through support from the APWA, our PREFOG group could receive assistance for presenters, refreshments, technical training assistance, and organization assistance.  Bobbi stressed that we could still run our meetings the way our organization choose, however an affiliation with the APWA could help our group by added credibility.  With the APWA being a national group there are many possible opportunities by being associated with it.  The PREFOG group voted unanimously to join the APWA as a sub-committee of the Wastewater Committee.  

Bobbi will look into the presentations at the APWA congress later this year for presentations and speakers that may be pertinent for our PREFOG group.

2. Additives, general group discussion lead by Ryean-Marie: We as a Pretreatment group are being exposed to new technology in Pretreatment and additives.  Perhaps the PREFOG group should consider bringing in presenters to allow us as a group to see what is out there.

For the PREFOG group to consider additive presentations by venders, Ryean –Marie suggested we need to set criteria and questions before venders are allowed to make a presentation to our group.  

· Prove it to us that your product does not just move the FOG downstream

· We want more than just bench testing, i.e. empirical; proof from agencies that used your products and also protocols.

· We want to bring in independents (professors etc.) to evaluate your claims and data.

Charles brought up a point of distinguishing between what we allow customers to put in their GTs/GIs and what we use in our collection systems and WWTPs.
It was also mentioned that as public servants we should keep open minds to biological treatment to perform a service for and represent the rate payers in the best way possible.
Past problems have included:

· Lack of case/pilot studies

· Contact agencies/people

· Defining the parameters to access what the product is doing and performing

Suggestions and solutions included:

· Developing a program to certify product with data and testing

· Find someone who does this.  Evidently, there is an agency that does this for surface water.

· A professional that does science testing – Lake WA technical College, science Energy commission, or our State Universities may be able to help us.  Many of the PREFOG group thought a scientific approach to measuring additive effectiveness would make great post-grad projects.
Four PREFOG members agreed to form a sub-committee to review applications and make criteria recommendations for a future PREFOG meeting.  They include: Bobbi, Kyle, Charles, and Anne.  
Bobbi agreed to check on the national scale and particularly the APWA Congress this August for technology, specialists, and speakers regarding additives.

3. Recycling household grease:
Anne mentioned how difficult it is to get buy-in from the solid waste handlers for residential receiving stations.  Maintenance, Education, and recycling where topics discussed by the PREFOG group to aid in dealing with residential household grease.

City of Renton discussed their intended use of products program and a grant for funding residential awareness and actions (for residential grease) with neighborhood picnics.  In this case, neighborhoods were educated on Biodiesel residential drop-off points and capitol programs.
Suggestions included having a rep from General Biodiesel address our group at a future meeting.  Related to controlling FOG was a suggestion to discuss banning garbage disposals to control solid waste in the collection system in a future meeting.
In terms of other suggestions for residential education, members discussed the following; 

· Approximately 40% of the FOG problem is attributed to residential, so we need to outreach to the public.

· Utility bill stuffers to discuss “this is how it affects you”; effectively communicating with the rate payers to understand they are empowered to affect their utility rates with their household practices.  Educate people how their practices can lead to increasing utility rates.
· Education to the masses – use the schools to educate FOG control practices with door hangers to take home.  Related-have the utility crews give out small resources to kids who happen to be watching the work (door magnets and fun educational tools etc.).

· Advertise on crew truck sides (such as vactor trucks) educational practices.  Goldstreet design has done trucks for Seattle Public Utilities (SPU).
· Articles in the paper and videos for the news.  This has been a very effective practice for SPU

Good outreach programs can be effective in controlling and educating problems such as reducing grease generation from residential households.
4. Other networking:

· How do agencies enter and share data from their data bases – Our PREFOG group members use a variety of methods (database systems) in their individual programs.  Some of use a relatively simple tracking system using Outlook and others use systems such as Linko Systems and other data management systems.  One of the things many of our PREFOG members are working on is a regional manifest program to track pick-ups and disposal of brown grease (grease trap and grease interceptor waste) with minimum performance standards for the grease recyclers.  This is through the Brown Grease Workgroup, sponsored by IRAC and Seattle Public Utilities.
· Restaurant Sizing and Permitting – how to arrive at standard specs.  Most of our agencies base these requirements off of the most current UPC.  We are hoping to get Dave Cantrell from Seattle Public Utilities to discuss the changes in the soon to be initiated 2009 UPC.
5. Next meeting:  At Kirkland, tentatively scheduled for June 10th.  Be watching for more info and agenda updates.  Also, we as a group agreed to have the PREFOG host set the agenda and conduct the meetings from here on.  If the host can make the lunch following the meeting, we can pretty much come up with the next meeting agenda.  (Great idea Chris!)  This helps everyone by sharing the responsibilities and offers us a chance to grow as well.
6. Really looking forward to our web page to share/network all sorts of info that can help all of us.  Thank you Kyle for hosting our PREFOG meeting.  What a beautiful facility you have!

