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APWA Construction Management Committee

Washington Chapter 

Meeting Notes
	Date:
	November 02, 2006

	Subject:
	APWA Construction Management Committee – General Meeting

	By:
	Mike Roberts

	Meeting Location:
	Anchor Environmental Office – Seattle, Washington


	Attending
	
	
	

	
	Name
	Representing
	e-mail

	
	Ed Berschinski
	Anchor Environmental
	eberschinski@anchorenv.com

	
	Dennis Brunelle
	City of Redmond
	dbrunelle@redmond.gov

	
	Cheryl Ooka
	City of Seattle
	cheryl.ooka@seattle.gov

	
	Mike Roberts
	DMJM Harris 
	michael.roberts@dmjmharris.com

	
	K. Wendell Adams
	KBA
	kadams@kbacm.com

	
	John Carpita
	MRSC
	jcarpita@mrsc.com

	
	Anita Yurovchak
	PSE
	anita.yurovchak@pse.com

	
	Heather Dolan
	PSE
	heather.dolan@pse.com

	
	Phil Williams
	Rosewater
	pwilliams@rosewater.com

	
	Mike Myette
	Utility Contr. Ass. Wa.
	mike@ucaw.org


Ed Berschinski discussed past experience of CM committee with APWA.
Utility Contractor’s Association of Washington (UCAW).

UCAW founded in 1983 – to represent utility contractors, as AGC was not fully recognizing the needs of utility contractors.  Have over 120 members, consisting of mostly of contractors, but also bankers, bonding agents, lawyers, etc.  The UCAW has a lobbyist in Olympia.  The UCAW helped establish the public works trust fund.  Some of the member companies include:  Frank Coluccio Construction, Tri State, SCI Infrastructure.  
One of UCAW’s current concerns is  seeing a number of bids being rejected due to lack of funds.  There was some open discussion as to why.   UCAW wants to be sure that there isn’t an attempt to use the bidding process to establish a true budget for a project without intent to award. This would be an unacceptable practice as the cost for preparing bids is significant.

UCAW offers other services to help improve the climate for utility projects. For example, UCAW will have a post construction meeting with the City of Tukwila on a recent construction project – focusing on lessons learned.
The UCAW will be hosting their annual “Engineer’s Night” in February.

The Mystique of Contracting
Mike Myette also said that UCAW has volunteered to participate in a mock bid procedure.  The UCAW is looking for people to come and sit in on the mock bid to demonstrate how a bid is put together.  The process would be done over 2 days.  The first day is how the construction team is assembled, setting up a bid book, an invoice book, etc.  The next day, quotes would be faxed out.  Various scenarios will be put forth – such as last minute withdrawal of a sub bid, addendum issues, etc.  One of the goals is to show the amount of work that goes into a bid, and that it is a significant cost of doing business.
Construction administration subcommittee

John Carpita discussed the sub committee, which consists primarily of contract administrators.  To date, there have been 22 workshops put on by the sub committee, including a pre-conference workshop that will be held on April 9, 2007.  John has asked if the CM committee will support the Spring 2007 pre-conference workshop with a focus on utility coordination.The subcommittee is also considering mini workshops in Everett and Renton.  Typical attendance at the workshops has been around 120 people. 
The CM committee sees the value of the pre-conference workshop and supports the concept. However, they asked John to get back to them as to what is actually needed in the “support role” for the pre-conference. Frankly, many of the CM committee members enjoy the golf tournament and use the golf tournament as a networking opportunity and the pre-conference workshop is in conflict with the golf outing. 

Utility Locates

Discuss utility locate issues.  Anita Yurovchak indicated that involvement in utility locate group has been limping along.  There is interest in making utility coordination and locating issues a standing agenda item for this committee or possibly forming a separate sub committee focused on this issue.  
Recent Court Decision.

The case of Scoccolo v. the City of Renton has been decided by the State Supreme court.  The court upheld the original court case, awarding $1 Million in damages to Scoccolo plus court costs and interest.  The case was focused on the City assessing damages against the contractor for non performance by utilities in relocating their utilities.  
Committee Co-chairs 2006/2007

· Ed Berschinski – eberschinski@anchorenv.com – 206/287-9130

· Dennis Brunelle – dbrunelle@redmond.gov– 425/ 556-2724

Upcoming meetings. 

· December 7, 2006 – At DMJM Harris’ office in Bellevue
10900 NE 8th Street, Suite 750 (Plaza Center Bldg at NW corner of NE 8th / 110th)

Bellevue, Washington, 98004

Parking available in the garage to the west of the building
· January 4, 2007 – At City of Tukwila
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